Olivia Traven nomination depicts a life of service

Following Is from & nomina-
tion of the late Olivia Traven for
the Women of Northeast Wiscon-
sin Project of the American
Association of University
Women Green Bay Branch.

Women had not yet won the right
to vote when Olivia Rottman was
born into the narrowest of worlds
in the smallest (pop. 200) of small
Wisconsin towns. One of the deep-
est and widely shared pleasures
among the women of Balleys Har-
bor were their walks along the
ridg: of the Baileys Harbor Bog
in fragile sunshine of the first
warm days of spring. Sharing her
mother’s delight in the millions of
rare and colorful wildflowers that
carpeted the Bog awakened
Olivia's interest in the natura
world, and proved to be the foun-
dation of Olivia’s later dedication
to preserve the Bog from develop-
ment and destruction,

Olivia’s father was a mariner on
the Great Lakes. The young family
made their home in Milwaukee,
but each summer, when the school
fur ended, they returned to Bal-

eys Harbor to spend the warm
months on the shore of Lake
Michigan.

Olivia's formal education ended
when she S’nduaud from Milwau-
kee's Washington High School, In
1935, in the midst of the Depres-
sion, Olivia

son, Lee,

Fred volunteered for the first of
his 28 years as Scoutmaster of the
local Boy Scout troop, and Olivia
immediately Joined the Baileys
Harbor Woman's Ciub.

She was vice president of the
Woman's Club in 1937 when Albert
Fuller, curator of the Milwaukee
Public Museum, appeaied to the
women to support his efforts to
preserve the Bog and the rare
plants in {t. Local business inter-
ests hoped to develop the area as
a traller park. Because the small
town desperately needed the jobs
and income the development
represented, Fuller's conserva-

tion proposal was highly
controversial.
Olivia attended the first organ-

ization meeting of the conserva-
tionists, and was appointed their
secretary. When their efforts to
preserve the land as a nature
sanctuary finally proved success-
ful, the p incorporated in 1937
as The Ridges Sanctuary. Olivia
was elected Secretary, and held
that office until 1853, When tourists

who had read about The Ridges
began to ring her doorbell and ask
for tours, Olivia became one of The
Ridges’ first Naturalists. It never
occurred to Olivia to refuse to

uide the curious through The

idges, and besides, it presented
an opportunity to gain new
members,

This kind of farsighted and tena-
clous daily commitment eventu-

ally built The Ridges into a world
renowned sanctuary of more than
1,000 acres and more than 3,000
members from every state and
many foreign countries, In its 50th
Anniversary year Olivia Traven
was elected President of The

returned to Balleys Li

Ridges. Far from assuming the
position was an honorary one,
Olivia crafted the membership
into effective committees who
organized concerts, celebrations,
created a nature store, and
expanded the educational mission
of The Ridges and its membership
b:;’:xmnu-l leaps that continue
today.

It Is not surprising that Olivia
should have had such success in
organizing “‘the t ., because
$0 much of her own life had been
spent "'In the trenches.”

When tourists who had read
about the Ridges began to
ring her doorbell and ask for
tours, Olivia became one
the Ridges’ first Naturalists.
It never occurred to Olivia to
refuse to guide the curious
through The Ridges, and
besides, it presented an
opportunity to gain new
members.

Shortly after World War II, Door
and Kewaunee counties were
selected to take part in a demon-
stration of rural-urban library
service. Olivia was appointed to
the Door-Kewaunee Regional

~alier three years, I
unty formed its own library
system. During the Rel:lonal
Library era, the Baileys Harbor
librarian resigned, and Olivia was
appointed to the position where she
served unti] her retirement in 1973.
She participated in the drive to
raise money to build a new county
library building in Sturgeon Bay
and later served as President of
the Friends of Door County
Libraries.

Shortly after serving as Presi-
dent of the Door County Federa-
tion of Woman's Clubs In 1950,
Olivia was elected to serve on the
Baileys Harbor School Board. The
post-war period was difficult for
the rural population of Balleys
Harbor. Small town people hate
change, and the era of the one-

room SCROO!I Was rapialy coming
toan end. As nearby schools closed
one by one, Olivia found herself
involved in a bitter struggle to
consolidate the schools into one
system, The rising costs of main-
taining the small schools, and
finding good teachers became
formidable obstacles for small
districts. Olivia persisted in stand-
ing up for the things she felt would
benefit the children, and by theend
of her tenure, the Baileys Harbor
schools were consolidated with the
Gibraltar system in Fish Creek,
She did not regard her position
on the school board as confined to
local affairs, and traveled to Mad-
Ison to lobby for educational
reforms. She continues to be active

of In all local educationally related

orfanluuom including member-
ship and participation in The
Clearing. a folk school founded by
Jens Jensen; Bjorklunden, a
summer seminar series sponsored
by Lawrence University at an
estate in Balleys Harbor; Friends
of Gibraltar, a community support
group that funds arts and cultural
activities in the schools; and is a
staunch backer of the Door Com-
munity Auditorium, a new per-
forming arts building on the ncgol
campus

Although her formal education
was limited to high school, Olivia
unr_nnro-d reading, learning,
and suan: abrnst‘ol cu.rregl
events. She continues to suggest’
and urge new works on members
of the local Book Club, Woman's
Club (in which she has held office
and maintained membership for
more than 50 years), Bridge Club
and elsewhere,

When a study was made to eval-
vate the needs of the elderly in
Door County, Olivia was at the
forefront of the drive to fund, build,
and staff an extensive nursing
home and retirement complex in
nearby Sister Bay.

Olivia Traven's life shows that
it is possible for one woman to
stand up and speak out on matters
of principle, to take up local chal-
lenges, and toact in ways that have
a beneficial effect on the lives of
ordinary people for generations to
come.



The Column

By HAROLD GRUTZMACHER

Someone who knew her well
will, I hope, write a portrait/
tribute to Olivia Traven who died
last week at 83. My contacts with
her over the past 15 years were
occasional and none of them
lengthy. But it was easy to see
that "'she ‘was a remarkable
human being. She 'was the last
surviving member of the found-
ing group of The Ridges, the last
link with that beginning of a
project/dream that not only goes
on but thrives. In my mind she
will be always coupled with
Emma Toft, another woman of
fierce individuality, integrity
and vision. The tribute to her that
should be produced could be
modeled on Norb Blei’'s fine
essay on Emma Toft in Door
Way.

I doubt that she was ready to
go. She probably had her eye on
another plot of land that could be
purchased and added to The
Ridges. She probably was still
stewing over finances of that
non-profit preserve and calculat-
ing how to recruit more young
people for the membership. For

more details about Olivia Traven
and The Ridges, take a look at
The Ridges by Roy Lukes et al.
As a remembrance of her and an
acknowledgement of her contri-
bution to the quality of our lives,
send a few dollars or more to The
Ridges, 8288 Hwy. Q, Baileys
Harbor, WI 54202,

On a somewhat happier note,
this commentary will appear on
election day. How much happier
the note is is debatable for many
of us. A good many voters are
unhappy enough with elected
officials to have traded ‘‘Throw
the rascals out,” for ‘“Let’s get
anew set of rascals.” Most of us,
I think, would rather not be
cynical, but everywhere we turn
we run into another scandal or
another debacle. There is a tide
of frustration that makes us wish
that “none of the above’’ were
a line on the ballot.

One thing should not happen,
however: we should not let our
disgust turn into distrust of the
elective process. That scalawags
and blunderers win elections
(and, too often, re-elections) has

nothing to do with the essential
process. Representative demo-
cracy is still a solid system.
Perhaps it is true that we get the
government we deserve, It is
probably equally true that when
a great number of charlatans

‘and fools are elected we havenot

found a way to make the system
work better.

On a much happier note, albeit
a personal one, two days after
this appears I'll be in Chicago
anticipating Friday's opening
day at Wrigley Field. Three days
of baseball, barring rain or snow
or sub-freezing temperatures.
Death, elections, and the House
of Representatives will be sup-
planted temporarily by who the
Cubs will bat at lead-off now that
iIiex'ome Walton is on the disabled

st.

Each of you has a pleasant
distraction/passion or two, just
as mine is the Chicago Cubs, I
hope you have a chance soon to
get out of the often unpleasant
realities, if only for a little while,
and into your ‘‘ball park.”

Meanwhile, ‘““Play ball! "’






