
                                                                                                        
Dragonfly Nature Play 2020/21 

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9-11:30 by semester 
 
What is Nature Play?  Dragonfly Nature Play is an early childhood program that is Play-Based and Nature-Based. Play-
Based means that for most of the day children have choices of what to do; Nature-Based means that topics and 
materials are related to the natural world and the current season. 
 
Why Play-Based?  Play provides opportunities for exploration, experimentation and manipulation that are essential for 

constructing knowledge. Learning through play promotes the development of social, emotional and intellectual abilities 

of a child. It is through play that children develop their imagination and creativity. They observe, compare, ask questions 

and discover answers.  In a sense, the child discovers knowledge through active experimentation, which eventually 

sometimes leads to “constructive errors” that are equally necessary to mental development. 

Why Nature-Based?  Playing outside in a safe, but rich natural environment where there is mud, water, trees, birds, 

insects, plants, wildlife of all kinds, is the best way to benefit from play!  Children who are invited to go out into a real 

world to explore are highly engaged.   In the natural setting, during all seasons, there is a vast array of different things to 

see, smell, touch, stand on, run on, climb, sit on, talk about, and investigate.  Every day our outdoor classroom is new, 

inspiring, and interesting.  Children have unlimited opportunities to interact with things and learn to make fine 

distinctions and notice details.  With such complexity, there is no end of things to be curious about and to “try.”  

Because of this richness, children focus their attention for long stretches of time. 

 

What is a day like?  Days at The Ridges reflect best practices as described by NAEYC (National Association of the 
Education of Young Children), and NAAEE (North American Association of Environmental Education).   Children go on 
guided hikes, plan investigations, have time to listen to nature in silence, and, most importantly of all, engage in 
extended free exploration and play among forest, meadow, and wetland.  This uninterrupted play time is rich in 
language, creative thinking, problem-solving, social interactions, and opportunities to build strength and balance and 
confidence. 
  
Do I register for the whole year?  You can if you would like to guarantee your spot.  You can also register for just 1 
semester.  Register online or by phone at 920-839-2802 

Semester 1 (Sept 8 – Jan 21) 
Semester 2 (Jan 26 – May 25)) 

 
Who are the teachers? 

Lori Kemmler is an early childhood teacher and serves as the Director of Dragonfly Nature Play and The Ridges Backpack 

Adventure Camps and teacher/creator of Tiny Trekkers, our parent tot program.  She has a B.S. in Elementary Education 

with continuing education in Early Childhood Education and Childcare Administration and holds a Nature-Based Teacher 

Certification from ERAFANS.  Lori has 20 years of Early Childhood experience and has dedicated her career to families 

and children. She serves on the Executive Board of the Door County Partnership of Children and Families.  

Sheryl Honig created year-round early childhood programming at The Ridges Sanctuary, and now serves as Co-Teacher 
of Dragonfly Nature Play and The Ridges Backpack Adventure Camps. She created and teaches the Forest Days model for 
grades K-3 in the public-school setting. She holds a B.S. in Elementary Education, M.A. in Literacy Education, and a PhD 
in Curriculum and Instruction.  She currently serves on the Steering Committee of the Wisconsin Nature Based Early 
Childhood Association and holds a Teacher Nature Certification from ERAFANS.  
  
Who can I contact for more information?  
Lori Kemmler: llkemmler@gmail.com or Sheryl Honig: sheryl@ridgessanctuary.org or 920-839-2802  
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