
	

Health	Protocols	and	COVID-19	Response	Plan	
Youth	Programming	

Updated	February	2023	

We	have	been	working	hard	over	the	last	three	years	to	ensure	that	our	programs	meet	the	best	possible	
health	and	safety	prac9ces	in	response	to	COVID-19	and	other	communicable	diseases.		Our	Health	Protocols	
are	created	and	modified	according	to	licensing	regula9ons	set	by	the	Wisconsin	Department	of	Children	and	
Families,	the	Door	County	Health	Department,	the	Wisconsin	Department	of	Public	Instruc9on,	and	the	
Centers	for	Disease	Control.		Due	to	the	changing	nature	of	COVID-19	and	our	knowledge	about	it,	these	
policies	are	subject	to	change.	

Goals	for	2023	

• Keep	all	students	and	staff	physically	safe	
• Care	for	the	social-emo9onal	needs	of	students	and	staff	
• Modify	our	morning	rou9nes	to	adjust	our	program	in	response	to	COVID-19	
• Modify	our	spaces	and	protocols	as	needed.	

The	Wisconsin	Department	of	Public	Instruc9on	has	recommended	that	all	K-12	schools	and	camps	in	
Wisconsin	create	plans	based	on	the	following	assump9ons:	
		
The	virus	remains	in	circulaIon	as	schools	and	camps	are	serving	a	mixed	populaIon	of	both	
fully	vaccinated	and	unvaccinated	individuals.		
		

• The	CDC	and	DHS	con9nue	to	stress	the	importance	of	layered	mi9ga9on	strategies	in	schools	and	
camps.		

• Children	and	staff	with	significant	health	condi9ons	will	con9nue	to	be	especially	vulnerable	during	this	
9me	

• Reinforcing	preven9on	behaviors	will	be	essen9al	strategies	in	slowing	the	spread	of	this	and	other	
infec9ous	diseases	

• Frequent	cleaning	and	disinfec9on	of	high-touch	surfaces	and	materials	are	needed	
• Children	and	staff	showing	symptoms	of	contagious	respiratory	illness	should	stay	home	

	

		
Facemasks	
		

• Facemasks	are	currently	opIonal	for	children	over	the	age	of	two	when	programming	is	outdoors	
and	indoors.	



• Children	are	required	to	come	to	school	with	2	personal	facemasks.	Their	masks	should	be	accessible	
to	them,	such	as	in	an	outside	coat	pocket.	These	masks	must	be	accessible	in	the	event	that	our	
students	are	exposed	to	illness,	or	if	one	of	our	students	or	teachers	has	tested	posi9ve	for	COVID	19	
and	has	exposed	our	students.		

• Facemasks	will	only	remain	op9onal	while	Door	County’s	COVID	threshold	level	remains	low	and	
medium*.	The	current	masking	policy	is	subject	to	change	if	threshold	levels	change.	Staff	will	con9nue	
to	monitor	the	threshold	levels	and	no9fy	parents	of	any	changes	to	masking	policy.		

		
*For	more	informa9on	about	the	Door	County	COVID	threshold	visit:	hUps://www.co.door.wi.gov/909/Door-
County-COVID-19-Situa9on-Update.	We	will	reference	this	regularly	to	ensure	we	are	following	the	necessary	
protocols	due	to	our	community	situa9on.	

ModificaIons	to	our	Program			

>Nature	is	our	Primary	Classroom	

We	are	implemen9ng	a	predominately	outdoor	model	for	youth	programs	and	will	only	go	indoors	if	the	wind	
chill	temperature	(according	to	the	Na9onal	Weather	Service	[NOAA])	unexpectedly	goes	below	zero,	or	when	
there	is	lightning	in	the	area.		If	thunderstorms,	high	winds,	or	extreme	cold	(wind	chill	below	zero)	are	
predicted,	class	will	be	cancelled	by	7	AM	via	email	no9fica9on.	Our	indoor	classroom	will	be	reserved	for	
bathroom	visits	and	as	a	place	to	shelter	from	unexpected	severe	weather.	

>Morning	RouIne	and	Bathroom	–		

Parents	and	caregivers	should	take	their	child	to	the	bathroom	right	before	leaving	home.	

• Children	will	come	to	class	fully	dressed	in	outdoor	clothing	and	will	begin	the	morning	in	the	outdoor	
play	area	and	will	have	Circle	Time.	We	cannot	guarantee	that	children	will	be	6	feet	apart	at	any	9me	
during	programming.			

https://www.co.door.wi.gov/909/Door-County-COVID-19-Situation-Update
https://www.co.door.wi.gov/909/Door-County-COVID-19-Situation-Update


Guidelines	for	Keeping	Children	Home	
		
We	are	following	all	CDC	guidelines	for	COVID	19	protocols.	These	guidelines	are	subject	to	change	throughout	
the	season,	and	if	they	do,	we	will	no9fy	families	as	soon	as	we	receive	the	updates.	As	of	2.27.2023,	the	CDC	
guidelines	for	COVID	19	Isola9on	are	as	follows:	

	 	





	



PLEASE	NOTE:	Your	child	MUST	BE	fever-free,	vomit	free,	and	diarrhea	free	for	72	hours	ader	isola9on	before	
returning	to	school	and	should	receive	a	nega9ve	COVID-19	test	if	showing	signs	of	COVID	19.		
		
You	should	keep	your	child	at	home	if:	

Showing	Symptoms	of	Illness	and/or	COVID-19:	
• Your	child	has	a	fever,	vomi9ng,	or	diarrhea.	Fever	reducing	medica9on	may	not	be	used	when	

determining	a	child’s	health.	Your	child	should	be	fever-free,	vomit	free,	and	diarrhea	free	for	72	hours	
before	returning	and	should	receive	a	nega9ve	COVID-19	test.		

• Your	child	is	experiencing	recognizable	symptoms	of	COVID-19,	including:	
o Any	ONE	of	the	following	symptoms:	fever	or	chills,	cough,	shortness	of	breath,	diarrhea	or	

vomi9ng,	loss	of	taste	or	smell,	atypical	headache,	muscle	pain	or	body	aches,	sore	throat,	
unusual	fa9gue,	nausea,	or	conges9on/	runny	nose.	This	does	not	apply	to	individuals	with	a	
doctor’s	note	sta9ng	that	the	child	does	not	have	COVID-19.	*	

*	Please	let	us	know	of	any	chronic	illnesses	or	condiIons	your	child	has	on	their	enrollment	form	prior	to	
the	start	of	class,	including	allergies.	If	your	child	has	ANY	symptoms	of	illness	that	we	were	not	previously	
made	aware	of,	they	will	be	sent	home	for	the	safety	of	others.	

Exposure:	
• If	your	child	is	directly	exposed	to	COVID-19,	they	will	not	be	required	to	isolate	as	recommended	by	

the	CDC	unless	they	develop	symptoms	or	test	posi9ve	for	COVID-19.	However,	your	child	is	required	to	
wear	a	mask	for	10	days	and	take	a	COVID-19	test	5	days	ader	exposure.	

o An	exposed	person	is	anyone	who	has	been	within	6	feet	of	someone	who	tested	posi9ve	for	
COVID-19	for	a	cumula9ve	9me	of	fideen	minutes	or	more	with	or	without	a	mask.	

o The	date	of	your	exposure	is	considered	day	0.	Day	1	is	the	first	full	day	ader	your	last	contact	
with	a	person	who	has	had	COVID-19.	

o Read	the	current	CDC	Guidelines	on	exposure	here:	hUps://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/your-health/if-you-were-exposed.html		

		
AddiIonally:	

• Your	child	should	remain	home	if	you	are	awai9ng	results	of	a	COVID-19	test	
• We	also	request	that	you	keep	your	child	at	home	if	they	are	experiencing	any	symptoms	of	a	

contagious	illness.	Our	goal	is	to	avoid	spreading	illness	of	any	kind	to	the	children	and	adults	in	our	
program,	which	means	keeping	sick	children	and	adults	at	home.	This	includes	but	is	not	limited	to	
symptoms	of	a	cold,	stomach	illness,	or	flu-like	illnesses.		

• The	Wisconsin	Department	of	Health	Services	recommends	that	anyone	travelling	domes9cally	outside	
of	the	state	of	Wisconsin	wears	a	mask	in	crowded,	public	spaces	such	as	airports	and	airplanes,	
monitor	for	COVID-19	symptoms,	and	tests	before	and	ader	travel,	regardless	of	vaccina9on	status.	We	
recommend	anyone	par9cipa9ng	in	our	programming	who	has	travelled	in	the	last	5	days	follow	these	
guidelines.		
hUps://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/masks-public-transporta9on.html	
hUps://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/travel.htm	

		
Our	staff	will	follow	these	same	guidelines	in	the	case	of	illness	and/or	exposure.	If	a	teacher	becomes	ill	and	
we	are	unable	to	secure	a	subs9tute,	programming	will	be	canceled,	and	you	will	be	no9fied	by	7AM.	

AcIons	Taken	if	a	Child	Develop	Symptoms	of	COVID-19	at	The	Ridges	
		

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/if-you-were-exposed.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/if-you-were-exposed.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/masks-public-transportation.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/travel.htm


We	will	follow	our	regular	protocols	but	will	take	the	addi9onal	step	of	informing	the	Door	County	Health	
Department.	

• Remove	the	child	from	their	group	and	relocate	them	to	an	isolated	area	with	a	member	of	staff;	child	
and	staff	will	wear	facemasks	

• Call	the	parent/guardian	to	pick	up	the	child	
• Report	the	event	to	the	Execu9ve	Director	
• No9fy	all	families	in	that	class	of	the	event,	without	iden9fying	the	individual	by	name.	

		
In	Case	Someone	in	the	Program	Tests	PosiIve	

• If	anyone	in	our	program	tests	posi9ve	for	COVID-19,	we	will	no9fy	all	the	families	in	the	program.	We	
will	not	iden9fy	the	individual	by	name.	

• We	will	follow	the	guidance	of	the	Door	County	Health	Department	and	the	CDC,	which	currently	
advises:	

• Teachers	and	students	in	the	class,	as	well	as	anyone	else	exposed	in	the	program,	are	required	to	wear	
a	mask	for	10	days	and	take	a	COVID-19	test	5	days	ader	exposure.	

• Close	contacts	must	follow	the	masking	protocols	outlined	previously	in	this	document	under	
“Guidelines	for	Keeping	Your	Child	Home”.	

• If	a	person	in	our	program	tests	posi9ve,	but	shows	no	symptoms,	they	may	return	once	they	have	
completed	the	5	days	at	home	isola9on,	have	received	a	nega9ve	COVID-19	test	result,	and	do	not	
show	any	symptoms	of	illness.	The	person	must	con9nue	to	wear	a	mask	for	5	addi9onal	days.		

• If	a	person	in	our	program	tests	posi9ve	and	is	symptoma*c,	the	person	must	remain	home	un9l	they	
are	symptom	free	for	a	full	24	hours	post	isola9on	without	the	use	of	symptom	reducing	medica9ons,	
and	72	hours	fever,	diarrhea,	and	vomit	free	without	the	use	of	symptom	reducing	medica9ons.		

		
We	understand	that	no	one	gets	sick	on	purpose.	We	ask	for	paIence	and	understanding	should	anyone	in	
our	program	test	posiIve	to	COVID-19,	just	as	we	would	any	illness.	


