
84th Annual Meeting of The Ridges Sanctuary  

August 7, 2021 

 

Board Members Present:  Linda Brooks – President, David Zuhlke – Vice President, Sandy Miller – 

Secretary, Cynthia Crock, Cindy Wolter, Grace Rossman, Jeff Lutsey  

Staff Members Present:  Andy Gill, Katie Krouse, Sally Hunter, Tony Kiszonas, Anna Foster, Lauri Smith, 

Linda Sandusky, Mary Beth Anschutz and Jeanne Farrell 

Interns Present: Ben Epley and Sarah Thompson 

Members Present:  65 

Call to Order and Introduction of Board Members and Staff – Linda Brooks and Andy Gill 

The Ridges Sanctuary 2021 Annual Meeting was called to order at approximately 5:15 pm.  Linda 

welcomed all members to the 84th Annual Meeting and reviewed some of the past year’s 

accomplishments, which was an especially challenging year.  Linda thanked our members for 

their continued financial support.  Linda also mentioned that visitation to The Ridges was higher 

than expected in 2020 given the amount of trail fees collected in the donation tubes at the Trail 

kiosks.  The donations through the year helped carry The Ridges through the Covid pandemic.  

Linda introduced the Board Members, and Andy introduced the Staff and Summer Interns. 

Andy thanked the staff and acknowledged them for the work done during the year. 

Approval of August 6, 2020 Minutes 

Cynthia Crock made a motion to approve the August 6, 2020 meeting minutes as distributed; 

Susan Crawford seconded.  The motion passed with all in favor. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Cindy Wolter presented the 2020 audited financials and thanked members for their financial 

support.  She expressed how well the year went, especially considering COVID.  She indicated it 

was a banner year due to Staff, Members and Donors.  It was necessary to cancel some events, 

but The Ridges made a turn around by re-working the budget, reviewing cash flow, and 

reorganizing financials.  A Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan was applied for, received, 

and forgiven.  It appears the second PPP Loan will also be forgiven.  We found new ways to 

communicate with members and received great financial support from our members.  Cindy 

recognized the hard work of Staff and Volunteers.  Bottom line, the Ridges made it through an 

extremely tough year.  Now we have the opportunity to expand on our Mission of Education, 

Research and Land Preservation. 

Recognition of Retiring Board Members 

Linda thanked outgoing Board members Cindy Wolter and Rob Davis for their contribution and 

support to The Ridges. 
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Election of New Board Members 

Linda introduced this year’s Board Nominees, Michele Hefty, Mark Jenkins, and Grace Rossman.  

Ed Miller made a  motion to close the nominations, George Cobb 2nd and the motion carried 

with all in favor.  The individuals were voted on separately and each was elected to the board 

with all in favor.  Linda welcomed the new Board members.  

Approval of By-Law Changes 

A motion to accept the By-Law changes was made by Jane Whitney, and George Cobb 2nd.  The 

motion passed with all in favor. 

Year in Review 

Andy Gill, Executive Director- Andy shared that there were GREAT stories that came out of 2020 

and what an amazing asset we have here at The Ridges.  Thanks to Donors, Volunteers, and 

Staff!   

Andy introduced the Summer Interns, and each gave a review of what they’ve done.  

Sarah Thompson, Education Intern – Sarah expressed the wonderful experience she had at The 

Ridges working with kids during summer camp, leading hikes and participating in other projects.  

She came to explore a career path in environmental education and research and was grateful to 

have the opportunity to use her skills.  In the future, she’ll be working as an Oceanographer on a 

NOAA ship stationed in Norfolk, VA.  She also plans to go on to graduate school in a few years. 

Ben Epley, Land Management Intern – Ben came with a background in Chemistry and 

Environmental Science with an emphasis in Natural Science.  This was his second year at the 

Ridges and he felt fortunate to dive into Ridges land management projects in a genuine way.  

Thanks to Rob Davis’ financial support, 6 new HOBO monitors were purchased for monitoring 

Orchid Plots.  Ben also mentioned they will be reviving a practice called Fungus Traps, with the 

hope of identifying the type(s) of fungus needed to germinate specific orchids.  He appreciated 

the opportunity to do something good for the planet and something that really matters. AND, a 

final note:  The job is never done in Land Management! 

Other Presentations –  

Ed Miller – Ed began by putting his Lighthouse Keeper hat on!  He shared how satisfying it is 

working with the Range Lights.  Ed also mentioned Sandy is an equal partner in the Range Light 

work.  He discussed some of the work done on both the Upper and Lower Range Lights.  Peil 

Construction is the general contractor and has overseen the installation of a new heating system 

and all new plumbing, and the refinishing of the wood floors which made a major difference.  

There is a lot of great history about the Range Lights and The Ridges, some of which is being 

captured in a new Keeper’s Web Log for pictures.  He’s proud of the fact that these Range Lights 

are a “working” private aid to navigation.  Stay tuned for more changes coming with the Range 

Light Boardwalk.  Ed also thanked all those that donated to the Range Lights financially and with 

their time, including the docents, volunteers who helped with restoration, and those that 

donated furniture and other items to be used in the Upper Range Light. 
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Bridgit Carlson – Bridgit is the 14th Grandchild of George and Eleanor Farrell.  She shared 

memories of coming to Door County in the summer to spend time at the small cabin on Ridges 

Road.  Her Grandma Eleanor brought her own children to the cabin for summer vacations and 

her escape was to volunteer at The Ridges.  She passed her love of The Ridges on to her son, 

Richard Farrell.  Richard’s family also developed a love for Door County and has many family 

memories.  In fact, The Ridges became a respite for Richard in his last few years.  He enjoyed 

spending time on the Hidden Brook Boardwalk (accessible in his wheelchair).  In light of the 

wonderful experiences her family has had at The Ridges, Bridgit announced the family is 

donating funds (in honor of Richard Farrell) to rebuild the Range Light Boardwalk.  It will be 

wider and more accessible for wheelchairs and strollers.  The work is planned to begin over the 

winter, with the majority of the work done in the Spring of 2022.   

Andy Gill – Andy mentioned the Boardwalk project will be a Volunteer lead project.  Andy 

expressed the staff’s appreciation for all the Volunteer work done on so many Ridges projects. 

Open Mic Input From Members 

Jane Whitney – Jane mentioned the Orchid project work being done and thanked the Volunteer 

team for maintaining the shade house. Twenty-nine (29) Orchid species have been confirmed 

the past two years.  Andy then mentioned that Jane is the #1 Naturalist in Door County! 

George Cobb – George thanked the Staff for doing a terrific job during the last couple of years.   

Susan Crawford – Susan gave a HUGE Thank You to Steve Leonard for all the work he did guiding 

and securing the land and Cook-Fuller Center for The Ridges. 

Adjournment 

Andy mentioned the book “A Shoreline at the Edge: Door County’s Lakeside Forests and 

Wetlands”, by Paul Lurie will be for sale in the Nature Store.  

Thank You to our Food Sponsors: 

 Waseda Farms/Jeff Lutsey - Meat 

 Heirloom Café – Salads 

 DC Brewing – Beer 

 Cookie Table - Volunteers 

Meeting was adjourned by Linda Brooks with thanks to everyone.  

Minutes written by Lauri Smith  

Finalized August 30, 2021 

Sandy Miller, Board Secretary 

 


